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Unit III: Engagement 
 
In the first two units of the course, we learned about rhetorical theory and rhetorical 
education, doing analysis papers and composition exercises to build up our rhetorical 
skills. The final unit, which I call “engagement,” is where all this comes together: we’ll 
share a real-world, debatable issue and for the last six weeks of the semester work 
patiently to understand, interrogate, and engage that issue using the skills we’ve been 
practicing. I usually use a current controversy for which some kind of resolution or 
decision is needed and organize the unit so that we carefully develop our positions on 
the issue through reading, writing, and discussion, ultimately voting as a class on the 
question at hand and then producing written opinions either affirming or dissenting 
from the majority opinion. This semester, we’ll be using Janus v. AFSCME, a current U.S. 
Supreme Court case on the right of public sector unions (in some states) to charge all 
employees a fee to support collective bargaining. (Previous versions of this course 
looked at Gloucester County School Board v. G.G. and Zubik v. Burwell.) Intermediate 
assignments for the unit will include written summaries of the two main briefs in the 
case and a short speech analyzing the different positions on one sub-issue. The final 
“opinion” paper, in which you defend your position on the case, is due at the end of the 
last week of the course. It’s meant to be 8-10 pages long (DS), carefully reasoned using 
both briefs, along with legal precedents and constitutional principles, and accounting 
for all major counter-arguments. It will count 25% of your final grade. 
 
key dates: 
3/27: introduction to unit 
4/03: summary of petitioner’s brief due 
4/05: summary of respondent’s brief due 
4/10: draft analysis of both briefs on one sub-issue 
4/12: analysis speeches 
4/19: analysis speeches, cont’d 
4/24: deliberation and voting 
4/26: workshop on opinion papers 
5/01: last day of class 
5/04: opinion papers due 
 
Janus v. AFSCME, 16-1466 
• briefs: https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/16-
1466.html  
• oral arguments: https://www.supremecourt.gov/oral_arguments/audio/2017/16-1466  
• commentary: http://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/janus-v-american-federation-state-county-
municipal-employees-council-31/  
 
 


